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Dear ,

This month, we are celebrating meaningful progress, growing partnerships
and exciting new opportunities to help more children learn, play and thrive.

In this edition, we share the news that Sesame Workshop South Africa has
been selected as a beneficiary of the FIFA Global Citizen Education Fund.

We also reflect on the encouraging results of our Watch, Play, Learn pilot,

celebrate Takalani Sesame reaching 100,000 subscribers on YouTube and
invite our supporters to help shape the next chapter of our work through a

simple R25 donation.

Each milestone shows what can be achieved when trusted content, playful
learning, evidence and strong partnerships come together around a shared
purpose.

Thank you for standing with us as we continue helping children across
South Africa grow smarter, stronger and kinder.

A New Goal For Learning!



https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1475676/emails/194394915699950788

Sesame Workshop South Africa is honoured to have been selected as a
beneficiary of the FIFA Global Citizen Education Fund, a new initiative
helping more children around the world access quality education and
experience the joy of football.

This opportunity will allow us to build on the foundations created through
programmes such as our Bond Through Play tournament, where sport
becomes more than a game. It becomes a joyful way for children and
caregivers to connect, communicate, build confidence and learn together.

With the support of the Fund, we look forward to creating more opportunities
for children to experience playful learning through sport in the communities
where it is needed most.

We are deeply grateful to FIFA and Global Citizen for investing in brighter
futures for children. We also thank our partners and stakeholders for their
continued trust in our mission.

Together, we can use the power of play, learning and connection to help
even more children grow smarter, stronger and kinder.

Play That Powers Progress
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Watch Play Learn Implementation Evaluation Findings ,

Watch Play Learn (WPL) is a play-based early learning * Early literacy,

programme for children aged 3-6 in under-resourced ECD + Social emotional learning (SEL) YEARS OF
settings. The programme combines educational media, « Early numeracy, and SN OHIT R
guided facilitation, play-based activities to strengthen: * Problem-solving skills.

MARTER:STRONGER:
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Objectives

+ Assess changes in child developmental outcomes Pre-post cohort design N= 36 schools

« Evaluate implementation effectiveness in ECD classrooms * No comparison group (findings show

* Understand changes in educator practice and classroom observed change, not causal impact) )
experience * Mixed-methods approach: N = 682 children

* Generate evidence to support programme refinement and . (mm‘ched sample)
scale-up o

N=

+ 127 teachers

Measures ‘
IDELA domains assessed:

, * Socio-emotional development ‘t

* Emergent literacy

* Emergent numeracy

Free
State

+ Approaches to learning
Baseline: Jul-Aug 2025
Endline: Nov 2025 v I'

Findings

Improvements observed across all Educator & Programme
early learning domains Classroom Changes Insights

Largest gains: « Improved educator « Consistent gains across
facilitation practices domains in real-world

« Endline scores were significantly higher than baseline scores. play into daily routines

. +26.5% points  +17.9% points +  Increased child condifions
£ ~ Sox tional d " N participation and *  Findings support
N y Kk Srational developmey kR engagement continued refinement
« Literacy and motor skills also improved (~+1| % points) *  Stronger infegration of and scale -up of WPL
+ A

Our Watch, Play, Learn pilot is showing the meaningful difference that joyful,
play-based learning can make in children’s early development.

Implemented with support from Standard Bank, the programme combines
educational media, guided activities and hands-on play to strengthen school
readiness in under-resourced ECD centres in the Free State.

An evaluation of 682 children aged four to six found significant progress
across all learning areas assessed, with the strongest gains in socio-
emotional development and early numeracy. Children in initially lower-
performing centres made some of the greatest progress, highlighting the
programme’s potential to help reduce early learning gaps.

Educators also became more confident in facilitating play-based learning,
contributing to greater participation and engagement in the classroom.
These encouraging findings will guide the continued development and future
scale-up of the programme.

View The Results Here

100,000 Strong!
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Takalani Sesame has reached an
exciting milestone: 100,000
subscribers on YouTube!

Since launching in 2012, the

channel has generated more than

70.8 million views across 1,757

videos, bringing trusted, joyful | Tﬁ%m
learning to children, families and

caregivers across South Africa

and beyond.

23 YouTube

We celebrate every person who

has watched, shared and learned with us, as well as our valued YouTube
partner, whose support has helped grow the channel and bring our digital
vision to life.

Thank you for helping us reach 100,000 strong. We look forward to sharing
many more playful learning moments in the years ahead.




Thank you for being part of the Sesame Workshop South Africa journey.

Every partnership, donation, view and playful learning moment helps us
reach further and create more opportunities for children to thrive.

Together, we are building a future in which every child is seen, supported
and given the opportunity to reach their full potential.
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With gratitude and joy,

The Sesame Workshop South Africa Team

SESAME WORKSHOP South Africa

Should you prefer not to receive communication from Sesame Workshop South Africa
In the future, click below.
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